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Council  House, 


Halesowen. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1955. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  eighteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Halesowen. 

We  had  a very  fine  summer. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  9.63  per  1,000 
of  the  population  and  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  11.17.  The  Live  Birth 
Rate  was  13.8.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  29.5. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  18 
males  and  one  female.  The  number  of  newly  notified  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  a welcome  decline,  28  compared  with 
47  notified  in  1954.  There  was  one  non-pulmonary  case,  compared  to 
four  for  the  previous  year. 

1 am  grateful  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
help,  and  I would  like  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  Basterfield, 
O.B.E.,  Mr.  Archer  and  his  staff,  for  their  great  assistance,  and  also 
Miss  Jones  and  her  successor  Miss  Wood. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


R.  L.  CORLETT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  of  the  district 5,247  acres 

Population  Census,  1951  39,884 

Population  mid  1955  41,720 

Rateable  Value,  1955  £197,608 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £735 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1955 13,404 

Number  of  persons  per  house 3.1 


The  Borough  of  Halesowen  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  County 
of  Worcester.  The  larger  industrial  plants  in  the  Borough  comprise 
the  manufacture  of  tube  and  tube  fittings,  the  manufacture  and 
machining  of  heavy  forgings  for  the  marine,  electrical  and  mining 
industries,  the  production  of  die  blocks  for  the  drop  forging  industry, 
drop  forging,  the  polishing  of  stainless  steel  sheets,  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  bricks  and  fireclay  goods.  There  is  one  small  colliery  in  the 
Borough.  The  lighter  industries  include  the  making  of  buttons,  spades, 
shovels,  forks,  electric  motors,  and  the  manufacture  of  clothes. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


(a) 

Live  births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

284 

276 

560 

Illegitimate  

7 

9 

16 

291 

285 

576 

(b) 

Still  births: 

Legitimate  

3 

8 

11 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

11 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 13.8 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 15.0 
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DEATHS 


Male 

221 


Female 

181 


Total 

402 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ....  9.63 


Area  Comparability  Factor  1.16 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 11.17 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  29.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales , 24.9 


The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  is  obtainable  by  multiplying  the  Crude 
Death  Rate  by  the  area  comparability  factor. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  5 ..  12  ..  17 

Illegitimate  0 ..  0 ..  0 


5 12  17 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Total  Under 

Deaths  one  month 


Prematurity  10  ..  10 

Congenital  Abnormalities  3 . . 2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  2 . . 0 

Cerebral  Tumour  1 . . 0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 . . 1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS:  — 


Males  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  0 0 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  1 Q 

4.  Diphtheria  0 0 

5.  Whooping  Cough  0 1 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  0 1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 I 

8.  Measles  0 0 

9.  Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases  0 1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  7 10 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  18  1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  0 5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm  ....  22  12 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 1 

16.  Diabetes  2 1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  30  30 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  30  12 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 5 6 

20.  Other  heart  disease  37  35 

21.  Other  Circulatory  disease  7 8 

22.  Influenza  4 3 

23.  Pneumonia  11  2 

24.  Bronchitis  15  11 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  1 0 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2 1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  2 1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 0 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion  0 0 

31.  Congenital  malformations  4 1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  11  25 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 2 1 

34.  All  other  accidents  3 3 

35.  Suicide  1 1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  0 0 


221  181 


Death  Rates  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  England  and  Wales 

per  million  population  131 

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen  per  million  population  ..  71 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  per  million  England  and  Wales  389 

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen  (19  deaths) 455 


7 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Borough  of 

Halesowen. 


(a)  1.  Public  Health  Officers. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  given  on  page  3. 
2.  Laboratory  facilities. 

The  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Worcester  County  Laboratory  by 
the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  M.  M.  Love,  F.R.I.C. 

Bacteriological  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  under  the  Medical  Director,  Dr. 
R.  J.  Henderson. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  is  controlled  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  acting  as  the  Ambulance  Officer 
for  the  Borough.  There  are  five  ambulances  and  six  whole  time  drivers. 
The  ambulance  station  is  situated  centrally  in  the  Council  Depot,  but 
the  County  Council  are  proposing  to  build  a new  station  in  the  Borough 
as  soon  as  a suitable  site  can  be  found. 

Set  out  in  the  following  table  are  the  details  of  the  cases  carried 
in  the  years  1949-1955. 


Mater- 


Illness 

Accident 

nity 

1949 

469 

157 

206 

1950 

1,037 

118 

21  1 

1951 

560 

220 

166 

1952 

647 

166 

229 

1953 

655 

180 

197 

1954 

648 

232 

218 

1955 

652 

219 

250 

Hospital 

Transfer 

Treat- 

ment 

Deceased 

Total 

7 

4,430 

23 

5,292 

36 

5,944 

21 

7,367 

82 

8,696 

29 

9,753 

119 

8,633 

28 

9,822 

126 

9,035 

29 

10,222 

108 

9,046 

27 

10,279 

144 

9,372 

27 

10.664 

The  number  of  patients  carried  shows  an  increase  of  385  over 
the  figure  for  1954,  probably  due  to  some  extent  to  the  increasing 
population.  The  ambulances  travelled  74,113  miles,  a decrease  of  304 
miles  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  average  number  of  miles 
travelled  per  patient  was  6.9. 
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The  Hospitals  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  are  those 
in  the  City  of  Birmingham,  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley  and  the  General  Hospital,  Bromsgrove.  Mater- 
nity cases  are  taken  to  the  Mary  Stevens  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  and 
the  Loveday  Street  Maternity  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  are  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority  for  the  area.  They  have  also  arranged  a “ home 
help  ” service  in  conjunction  with  the  W.V.S. 


(d)  Tuberculosis. 

Sanatorium  treatment  and  the  provision  of  dispensary  treatment 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


(e)  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  Hayley  Green  Hospital, 
which  is  recognised  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as  a training  school 
for  fever  nurses.  This  hospital  is  under  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  administered  under  Group  17,  Dudley,  Stour- 
bridge and  District  Hospital  Group,  Birmingham  Region. 


(f)  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Sessions. 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  the  district  has 
three  centres:  Hill  and  Cakemore,  Halesowen  and  Cradley. 


(g)  Welfare  Foods. 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  which  became  a County  Coun- 
cil function  in  June,  1954,  is  carried  out  from  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
Public  Health  Department  and  nine  shopkeepers  in  the  Borough. 


SECTION  C. 

WATER 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  is  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quality 
and  quantity.  It  comes  from  four  sources,  Churchill  Pumping  Station, 
Hayley  Green  Works,  Kinver  Pumping  Station  and  the  Prestwood 
Pumping  Station.  The  Hayley  Green  supply  is  from  the  Birmingham 
Corporation  Elan  Aqueduct,  and  the  Kinver  and  Prestwood  supplies 
are  from  the  Smestow  Valley.  In  March,  1955,  a new  pumping  station 
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at  Churchill,  near  Kidderminster,  was  brought  into  use  to  supplement 
water  from  the  other  sources.  Since  the  Churchill  supply  has  been  used, 
that  from  the  Hayley  Green  source  has  been  reduced.  The  water  is  not 
liable  to  plumbo  solvency  but  periodic  samples  are  taken  for  lead  by 
the  Company.  The  average  chemical  results  for  1955  were  as  follows : — 


Waxland  Road 

20  samples 
Parts  per  million 


Alkalinity  (C'aCo3)  60 

Chlorides  (Cl) 15.2 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N)  Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N)  0.009 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N)  3.9 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3hr.  at  27°  C.)  0.49 

Temporary  Hardness  53 

Permanent  Hardness  36 

Total  Hardness  89 

Iron  (Fe)  0.06 

Manganese  (Mn) Trace 

Free  Chlorine  Nil 


Fire  Station 
Hagley  Road 
54  samples 
Parts  per  million 

55 

13.3 

Trace 

0.011 

3.7 

0.55 

48 

29 

77 

0.14 

0.01 

0.01 


Main  extensions  during  1955 


Halesowen 

nil 

Hasbury 

21  yards 

4" 

Hasbury  Farm  site. 

4 yards 

6" 

99  99  99 

126  yards 

4" 

Grove  Lane. 

104  yards 

4" 

Stourbridge  Road. 

1 86  yards 

4" 

Bassnage  Estate. 

34  yards 

4" 

Highfiields  Road. 

Hawne 

565  yards 

4" 

Newfield  Park  site. 

Lapal 

43  yards 

IF 

Howley  Grange  site 

• 

4 yards 

2" 

99  99  99 

82  yards 

4" 

Shenstone  Avenue. 

Cradley 

79  yards 

4" 

Maypole  Hill. 

Only  a few  isolated  dwellings  are  not  supplied  with  mains  water. 
These  depend  on  private  wells  for  their  supply. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Sewage  from  the  Borough,  together  with  a certain  amount  of 
storm  water  is  drained  into  various  branch  sewers  of  the  Upper  Stour 
Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board,  which  runs  through  the  district.  These 
branch  sewers  discharge  into  the  Board's  main  high  level  outfall  sewer, 
and  the  sewage  is  taken  either  to  the  Freehold  Disposal  Works  at 
Quarry  Bank  for  bacteriological  treatment,  or  to  the  irrigation  farm  at 
Whittington  for  disposal  by  broad  irrigation. 

The  proportion  of  sewage  treated  at  the  disposal  works  is  approx- 
imately one  fifth,  the  remainder  being  treated  at  the  irrigation  farm. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

Details  on  the  inspection  of  houses  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

In  1955  the  number  of  houses  built  was  474  (97  by  the  Local 
Authority,  372  privately,  and  5 by  Worcestershire  County  Council). 
Before  the  war,  1,844  houses  were  built  by  Halesowen  Council,  and 
since  then  up  to  the  end  of  1955,  1,308  permanent  and  86  temporary 
houses  have  been  built  by  the  Council. 

Seven  families  were  rehoused  during  1955  on  the  grounds  of  tuber- 
culosis, in  the  interests  of  the  patients,  and  the  hope  that  extra  accom- 
modation would  lessen  the  risk  of  infection. 


SECTION  Eo 

Prevalence  of,  Control  over.  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
SMALLPOX 

. No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Thirty-four  cases  were  reported,  as  against  eighty-eight  for  the 
previous  year. 

DIPHTHERIA 

No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  work  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Council  Council  and  the 
Department  continues  to  carry  on  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics 
on  their  behalf.  The  number  of  children  treated  at  the  Clinics  during 
1955  were  as  follows: — 


Primary  Treatment 

Boosting 

Completed 

Doses 

Under  five  years  .... 

........  171 

89 

Five  to  15  years  .... 

31 

258 

202 

347 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

One  case  was  reported  during  the  year,  unfortunately  fatal. 


ERYSIPELAS 

Four  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

MEASLES 

There  were  574  cases  of  measles  reported  as  against  14  cases  for 
last  year.  We  expect  a high  incidence  of  measles  here  every  two  years. 


MEASLES  NOTIFICATIONS 


WARDS 


January  

North 

3 

South 

15 

East 

2 

West 

2 

Central 

8 

Total 

30 

February  

2 

6 

3 

1 

10 

22 

March  

4 

10 

5 

7 

9 

35 

April  

28 

14 

0 

53 

5 

100 

May  

46 

18 

20 

47 

11 

142 

June  

43 

16 

64 

50 

11 

184 

July  

37 

2 

8 

3 

3 

53 

August  

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

4 

September  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

November  . . . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

December 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

165 

83 

102 

166 

58 

574 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  were  six  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified.  In  each  case  the 
organism  isolated  was  Salmonella  typhimurium. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  forty-seven  cases  reported  during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-nine  cases  were  reported  during  the  year.  Twenty-eight 
were  pulmonary  and  one  was  non-pulmonary.  There  were  three  deaths 
as  against  two  for  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  register  for  the  last  two  years  are  as  follows: — - 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1954 

124 

103 

8 

14 

1955 

140 

122 

9 

16 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1955 

Pulmonary 

Age  Periods  Males  Females 

0 — — - — 


5— 1 

10— — 2 

15— 2 5 

20— 1 3 

25— 4 4 

35— 1 2 

45— 1 1 


Non-Pulmonary 

Males  Females 


1 


11  17 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 

From  the  14th — 19th  November,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
which  is  stationed  at  Dudley  and  belongs  to  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  visited  the  district.  The  Unit  locations  were  Stewarts 
and  Lloyds  Ltd.,  The  British  Thomson-Houston  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  the 
Borough  Hall,  Halesowen.  We  are  indebted  to  these  firms  for  the  great 
help  they  gave  the  Unit.  The  Medical  Director  of  the  Unit,  Dr.  R.  J. 
Posner,  kindly  supplied  us  with  the  statistics  of  the  work  done.  There 
were  4,917  persons  X-rayed,  of  these  153  were  recalled  for  large  films. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1955. 


Age 

Unknown 

o 

or 

o 

o 

o 

o 

- 

o 

o 

o 

65 — 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

ON 

— 

o 

o 

o 

25— 

o 

In 

— 

o 

o 

o 

or 

04 

—I 

o 

'O 

in 

— < 

co 

- 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

O 

- 

o 

d 

NO 

o 

— < 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

or 

in 

o 

04 

275 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

— 

o 

CO 

ro 

>n 

on 

co 

04 

o 

o 

o 

- 

o 

T-i 

o 

O 

<N 

i 

LZ I 

in 

o 

o 

o 

of 

o 

o 

o 

04 

o 

O 

ol 

r- 

o 

o 

NO 

o 

— < 

o 

O 

Total 

34 

574 

47 

o 

— 

o 

38 

or 

NO 

o 

m 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis  Paralytic  . . 

,,  Non-Paralytic 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Dysentery 

14 


Council  House, 


Halesowen. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


From  a public  health  point  of  view  the  most  important  events  of 
1955  were  the  preparation  of  the  statement  on  housing  required  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Acts,  1954,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  The 
statement  on  housing  showed  that  in  Halesowen  677  houses  were 
estimated  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  suitable  for  demolition, 
and  that  the  Council  intends  to  deal  with  these  houses  within  a period 
of  eight  years. 

The  Regulations  relating  to  food  hygiene  are  designed  to  give  wider 
and  more  stringent  powers  to  ensure  the  safe  handling  of  food,  the 
emphasis  being  on  better  personal  hygiene  and  improvement  in  washing 
facilities  in  food  premises. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  the  Borough  was  carried 
on  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  cost  per  house  per  week  was 
6d.,  a tribute  to  the  men  engaged  on  this  necessary  task. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Commit- 
tee, Councillor  C.  Willetts,  C.C.,  for  his  unfailing  enthusiasm  and 
interest,  and  I welcome  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Town  Clerk, 
Mr.  A.  Basterfield,  O.B.E.,  Dr.  R.  L.  Corlett  and  fellow  officers,  for  their 
help  and  advice.  Not  least,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  and  workmen 
in  the  department  itself  for  their  ready  and  willing  support. 

A.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 


(!)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  so  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . 11 


3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion 


106 


4.  Proceeding  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  orders  were  made  . . . . . . 21 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  were  accepted  . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  demolition  orders  . . . . . . 20 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
a closing  order  has  been  made  . . . . . . 2 


Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 
were  made : — 

68,  69,  70  and  103  Malt  Mill  Lane. 

10,  12,  14  and  16  Belle  Vale. 

43  and  45  Park  Lane. 

118,120,  122  and  136  Two  Gates. 

1 and  3 Furlong  Lane. 

2 Little  Hill. 

32  Butchers  Lane. 

25,  41  and  42  Islington. 
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Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  not  to  use  for  human  habitation:  — 

Boat  Cottages,  Lapal  Lane  (3  dwellings). 

Dwelling  houses  demolished : 

73  and  74  New  England. 

355,  356,  357,  358.  359  and  360  Long  Lane. 

28  and  29  Cocksheds  Lane. 

32,  34,  36,  38,  40,  42,  43,  44,  45  and  46  Park  Lane. 

Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made : — 

238  Hagley  Road. 

9 Peckingham  Street. 
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FOOD  MANUFACTURE,  PREPARATION  AND 

DISTRIBUTION 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Nearly  all  the  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  heat  treated  milk 
Only  a very  small  amount  of  raw  tuberculin  tested  milk  is  retailed 

During  1955  the  following  licences  were  in  force: — 

Dealers'  licence  in  respect  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(Distributors)  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Distributors'  licence  in  respect  of  Heat  Treated  Milk  17 

Distributors'  licence  in  respect  of  Sterilised  Milk  . . 76 

ICE  CREAM 

The  following  registrations  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  1955  in 
respect  of  ice-cream: — 

Registration  for  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  . . Nil 
Registration  for  sale  only  . . . . . . . . 128 


FOOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLING 


Halesowen  is  not  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  but  some  sampling 
is  carried  out.  This  was  less  than  in  previous  years  because  of  staff 
shortages  and  the  need  to  concentrate  on  other  work.  The  list  below 
shows  the  samples  bought  and  submitted  to  the  Analyst.  All  were 
satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  orange  drink.  In  this  case  the 
Analyst  considered  that  the  description  “ Orange — ready  to  drink  " 
was  misleading,  in  that  it  might  lead  a purchaser  to  believe  that  the 
liquid  was  orange  juice  and,  therefore,  a good  source  of  vitamin  C. 
In  fact  the  drink  was  a poor  source  of  this  vitamin.  After  some  corres^ 
pondence  with  the  retailers,  the  description  of  the  drink  was  amended 


Tea 

Sugar 

Fish  paste  . . 

Vinegar 

Pepper 

Onion  stuffing 
Meat 

Borax  and  honey 
Cinnamon  . . 
Spice 

Orange  juice 


1 

1 

1 


1 

4 

1 

1 


Flavouring 

Steak  and  kidney  pudding 
Chocolate  spread  . . 

Mixed  peel 
Ground  ginger 
Cloves 
Dried  fruits 
Fish  roe 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 
Carraway  seed 
Marzipan 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Samples  taken  in  the  Borough  by  the  officers  of  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  were  as  follows: — 

96  formal  milk  samples. 

214  informal  milk  samples. 

3 formal  samples  of  miscellaneous  foods. 

68  informal  samples  of  miscellaneous  foods. 

10  informal  samples  of  drugs. 

20  formal  samples  under  Food  Standards  Orders. 

Four  hundred  and  eleven  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  and 
drugs  were  taken  in  the  Borough  by  officers  of  the  County  Council. 
Nineteen  milk  samples  were  slightly  deficient  in  milk  fat  and  the  pro- 
ducers were  notified.  Other  unsatisfactory  samples  were  tomato  paste 
with  excessive  tin  content,  and  egg  noodles  contaminated  with  flour 
moth. 

The  Department  is  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  M.  Love,  F.R.FC.,  and 
his  staff  for  their  help,  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Spencer,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights 
and  Measures,  Worcestershire  County  Council,  and  to  Mr.  N.  T. 
Jones,  Divisional  Inspector,  for  the  information  concerning  samples 
taken  by  Worcestershire  County  Council. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  visits  it  was  possible  to  make  to  food  premises  fell 
considerably  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Although  unavoid- 
able, it  was  a matter  of  some  concern.  Only  by  repeated  or  regular 
visits  of  inspection  for  the  purposes  of  advice  and  helpful  criticism 
is  it  possible  to  ensure  a minimum  standard  of  cleanliness  or  safety 
in  many  food  establishments.  Food  handling  in  all  its  forms  involves 
too  many  health  hazards  for  a community  to  neglect  to  impose  a con- 
tinuous and  rigid  control  over  all  the  processes. 


Details  of  inspections  and  improvements  carried  out  are  as 
follows: — 

Butchers  (Inspections  175) 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Improved  equipment  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Bakehouses  (Inspections  45) 

Improved  washing  facilities  . . . . . . . . 1 
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Cafes  and  Canteens  (Inspections  91) 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Improved  washing  facilities  . . . . . . . . 1 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  (Inspections  31) 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  (Inspections  101) 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Improved  equipment  . . . . . . . . . „ 1 

Grocers  (Inspections  139) 

Improved  washing  facilities  . . . . . . . . 3 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Improved  equipment  . . . . . . . . . . I 

Premises  Making  or  Selling  Ice-Cream  (Inspections  60) 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  (Inspections  54) 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Markets  (Inspections  101) 

Licensed  Premises  (Inspections  51) 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . 2 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Improved  washing  facilities  . . . . . . . . 2 

School  Canteens  (Inspections  107) 

Redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Other  Food  Premises  (Inspections  84) 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

During  the  year  eight  slaughterhouses,  all  small,  were  in  fairly 
continuous  use.  The  hygienic  standards  in  each  case  were  excellent  as 
only  a comparatively  small  number  of  animals  were  killed  in  each 
slaughterhouse.  In  addition,  the  local  butchers  are  buying  good  quality 
animals.  Much  of  the  slaughtering  is  done  in  the  evening,  but  in  spite 
of  all  the  difficulties  every  animal  killed  is  inspected. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 
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OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  is  a list  of  foodstuffs,  other  than  meat,  found  to  be 


unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Vegetables  94  tins 

Fruit  422  tins 

Fish  ! 47  tins 

Milk  52  tins 

Mayonnaise  1 jar 

Meat  142  tins 

% 

Peanut  butter  J jar 

Soup  25  tins 

Rice  1 tin 

Fish  paste  7 jars 

Barley  crystals 2 tins 

Cheese  12  lbs. 

Sandwich  spread  2 jars 

Pickle  3 jars 

Steamed  pudding  1 lb. 

Apple  sauce * 5 jars 

Sausage  1 tin 

Spaghetti  3 tins 

Lemon  curd ' 1 jar 

Cream  15  tins 

Horse  radish  cream  2 jars 

Chicken  paste  3 jars 

Dried  fruit  100  lbs. 

Dried  egg ; 14  lbs. 

Potato  powder 4 packets 

Salad  cream  2 jars 

Jam  9 tins 

Strained  foods  14  tins 

Crabmeat  6 jars 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Routine  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  but  as  all  the  sewers 
are  small  and  usually  fairly  full,  rat  infestation  is  not  a problem.  Help 
was  given  at  fifty-nine  private  houses,  and  sixteen  factory  premises 
were  treated  during  the  year. 


99 


FACTORIES 

Two  hundred  and  four  visits  were  paid  to  factories  in  connection 
with  various  matters  including  sanitary  conveniences,  canteens,  and 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

SHOPS  AND  MARKETS 

Apart  from  regular  visits  to  food  shops  and  the  two  markets 
because  food  is  sold  there,  it  was  not  possible  to  visit  other  shops  during 
the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Seven  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  keeping  of  pet  shops. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1953 

There  are  42  licensed  slaughtermen. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  269. 

During  1955,  thirteen  licences  were  in  force  authorising  persons 
to  station  caravans  on  land  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

One  certificate  of  disrepair  was  applied  for  and  granted  during 
1955. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

Ninety-four  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit, 
and  two  for  the  storage  of  calcium  carbide. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Five  recording  stations  were  maintained  for  the  measurement  of 
atmospheric  pollution.  Halesowen  is,  generally  speaking,  a relatively 
clean  Borough,  although  there  are  small  areas  where  this  statement 
needs  to  be  qualified.  The  main  sources  of  pollution  are  domestic 
smoke,  smoke  from  brickworks  and  other  industrial  installations,  and 
grit  and  dust  from  iron  foundries. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


C/5 

£ 

o 


c/3 

03 

-a 

<D 


D 

t_ 

03 

D 

C/3 

D 

JC 

H 


c 

d 

E 

3 


C/3 

c 


o 

o 

>< 

o 

v- 

d 

a 

TJ 

a3 

_D 

TD 

C 

03 

C/3 

o 

6D 

3 

o3 

60 


C/3 

0 

D, 

D 

~o 

1 

C/3 

C 

_o 

-t— » 

o3 

-fc-> 

C/3 

1) 

> 

DC 

a/ 

03 

<U 

<D 

JZ | 

H 


03 

(D 

r- 

O 

CQ 


c 

<D 

£ 

o 

C/3 

D 


03 

£ 


c 

D 
£ 
o 

C/3 

c 

D 03 

« £ 


a . 

D 

>.  § 

~ ° 
-C  HH 

03  nU 
£ _ 


>> 

„ JD 

5 03 
O i— c 

c4  u ^ 

Cq 

2 = £ 

IS  £ 

60 

•S  D 

a E 

^ O D 
60 

o .2 

Q — l_ 

r OX 

£ o j- 

^-g 


-a 

c 3 

o 

Cd 


O 

4— » 

DO 


03 


D 
C 
3 

a o 

'D3  U 


03  C 

P >- 

.E  <u 

tH  -O 

CL  O 


O 

£ 

c 

D 

D 

u. 

o 


>% 

t- 

o3 

u 

X> 


>>  > 

C 

3 

O 

U 


o 

o 

sz 

o 

DO 


c 

3 
O 

= O 


>.  c 

u. 
D 

•a 
o 


D £ 

>•.  c 

03  <L) 

£ u 


£ >.  ^ 

D 3C  C 

> 3 

— u O 

o u u 


1 — 1 M 03  Tf  1/3 


£ 

_o 

D 

-C 


D 

C/3 

D 

c- 

03 

CO 

cn 

On 


C/3 

D 


C3 

C/3 

D 

XZ 

H 


cj 

»0 

0 

<0 

OO 

0 

0 

0 

r- 

CL) 

NO 

m 

NO 

to 

D 

r- 

OO 

0 

T— 

On 

Q 

to 

r-H 

0 

OO 

NO 

Q 

o’ 

T-I 

rc 

ri 

r— 1 

> 

oc 

oc 

OC 

n 

n 

0 

oc 

ON 

r) 

OC 

O 

cc 

rc 

0 

OO 

(N 

Z 

r-‘ 

r-‘ 

ON 

~ 

- 

Z 

ri 

Tt 

ri 

2.6 

to 

00 

ON 

S3 

4— > 

NO 

OC 

cc 

CJ 

rj 

NO 

NO 

O 

r- 

D 

r~ 

cc 

cc 

Tf 

0 

re 

r-‘ 

r-‘ 

O 

oc 

■0 

O 

0 

T-I 

ri 

u 

D 

a 

X 

oc 

to 

© 

u 

4— * 

CJ 

ON 

Tf 

c- 

Cl 

00 

1 — 

oc 

Tf- 

a 

r 1 

r< 

NO 

0 

dJ 

00 

cc 

oc 

to 

no’ 

NO 

© 

e 

aj 

C/D 

o’ 

o’ 

— 

O 

o’ 

c 

•4-* 

• 

c 

D 

CJ 

DM 

60 

00 

T— ^ 

CJ 

6fl 

c> 

tc 

Tt 

C4 

ej 

0 

0 

to 

<0 

n 

NO 

O' 

r- 

0 

c 

D 

< 

O'’ 

oc 

Tf 

Tf* 

C4 

r-~‘ 

CJ 

u 

3 

< 

o’ 

o’ 

1 

— 

u 

3 

03 

3 

a 

CT 

c/5 

OO 

ON 

Tt 

r- 

>, 

oc 

r^> 

OC 

NO 

3 

OC 

<N 

ro 

to 

0 

OC 

r- 

ON 

n 

1 dJ 

oc 

NO 

to 

r-‘ 

0 

— 

r-H 

0’ 

X 

a 

Ln 

D 

C/5 

C 

a 

© 

dJ 

oc 

r— 

<0 

r~ 

C/5 

D 

m 

r- 

r- 

tn 

c* 

c 

n 

NO 

ON 

Cj 

3 

r~ 

oc 

ON 

3 

— * 

CO 

2 

— 

ri 
r \ 

O'" 

3 

E 

0’ 

0 

0 

03 

C/5 

w 

•o 

La 

6£ 

»■=■ 

0 

oc 

Tf 

r- 

=2 

NO 

T— 

n 

Tj- 

ON 

C/5 

03 

oc 

O 

<0 

ON 

c3 

NO 

r— « 

to 

to 

2 

l> 

NO 

(N 

<0 

E 

S 

o’ 

— 

ri 

© 

+■> 

u- 

■3 

0 

u! 

(N 

ON 

m 

r- 

CJ 

On 

ON 

CJ 

to 

•pw 

C/5 

a 

< 

6.1 

Tf 

O 

m 

06 

Cj 

ON 

0 

« 

a 

< 

NO 

o’ 

O 

OO 

Tj- 

r{ 

t « 

0 

0 

D. 

D 

D 

-c 

D 

u! 

ON 

r- 

cc 

cc 

oc 

(N 

'W 

Mar. 

ON 

ON 

to 

OO 

0 

J= 

c 

NO 

oc 

(O 

m 

NO 

#© 

*5 

ci 

rc 

ri 

rc 

c 

H 

*0 

, 

, 

O' 

OC 

00 

3 

ON 

rc 

CJ 

r- 

-C 

CJ 

O 

00 

-C 

a. 

X) 

(U 

OC 

r- 

r~ 

£ 

to* 

T-_ , 

Tt- 

Tj" 

■3 

Uh 

’ — 1 

ci 

rc 

rc 

ri 

C/3 

O 

. 

NO 

oc 

NO 

NO 

rc 

c 

CC 

tC" 

7f- 

0 

* 

j2 

d 

0 

O 

r~ 

CJ 

03 

>■— > 

r^ 

o’ 

_6£ 

c3 

ci 

ri 

ri 

ri 

D 

c 

• 

• 

c 

0 

0 

W 

r-H 

<N 

m 

to 

’X 

T— 

CJ 

rc 

to 

03 

03 

DO 

DO 

24 


* Collecting  Jars  damaged  by  frost. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  public  cleansing  service  administered  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  includes  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage. 
Street  cleansing,  gulley  emptying,  snow  removal  and  the  control  of 
public  conveniences  comes  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Sur- 
veyor. The  Public  Health  Department  services  and  maintains  the 
Corporation’s  vehicles  and  an  increasing  number  of  miscellaneous  items 
of  equipment. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  is  collected  by  four  side-loading  vehicles,  and  one  end- 
loading vehicle.  Up  to  September,  four  teams  were  employed  but  with 
the  delivery  of  two  new  vehicles,  a fifth  round  was  introduced  to  cope 
with  the  increasing  housing  development  in  the  Borough. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  refuse  being 
immediately  covered  with  ash  and  waste  moulding  sand.  Tipping  was 
completed  at  Hawne  in  the  late  autumn  and  the  site  passed  to  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Committee  for  development  as  a recreation 
ground.  Pending  the  preparation  of  the  new  tipping  site  at  the  disused 
marlhole  at  Mucklow  Hill,  a small  depression  adjoining  a playing  field 
was  filled  in. 

The  labour  position  continued  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory.  An 
incentive  bonus  scheme  is  in  operation  and  employees  are  able  to 
increase  their  earnings  to  a figure  well  above  the  basic  rate.  Protective 
clothing  and  mackintosh  sets  are  issued  to  all  workmen.  An  adequate 
labour  force  can  be  retained  by  paying  good  wages  and  providing  good 
working  conditions. 

Despite  the  severe  late  winter  and  the  difficult  conditions  which 
resulted,  collection  intervals  were  kept  at  a satisfactory  level  through- 
out the  year. 

The  Council  continues  to  supply  dustbins  to  private  houses  at  an 
annual  charge  of  5/s.  The  total  number  issued  in  1955  was  525,  an 
increase  of  83  over  the  preceding  year.  One  in  four  of  the  houses  in 
the  Borough  now  has  a Council  dustbin. 

SALVAGE 

The  department  continues  to  collect  all  types  of  salvageable 
material.  Trailers  for  the  purpose  are  attached  to  the  refuse  freighters, 
and  in  addition,  a separate  collection  of  waste  paper  is  made  from 
business  premises. 

The  total  income  from  sales  was  £2,459.  Although  the  sale  of 
kitchen  waste  was  discontinued  in  1954,  total  salvage  income  fell  by 
only  £175. 
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TRANSPORT 

The  Public  Health  Department  maintains  all  the  vehicles  and  most 
of  the  mechanical  equipment  owned  by  the  Council.  At  the  end  of  1955 
the  following  vehicles  were  being  maintained: — 

Public  Health  Department 

7 refuse  freighters 
2 trucks 
2 vans 

2 angledozers 
5 ambulances 

1 official  car  (Humber  “ Imperial  ”) 

Highways  and  Parks  Department 

5 trucks 

2 vans 

1 gulley  emptier 

1 road  sweeper 

2 tractors  with  trailers 

3 motor  mowers 
1 motor  roller 

1 motor  boat 


Depot 

The  Department  continues  to  occupy  the  Cleansing  Depot  in  Great 
Cornbow,  but  the  new  depot  at  Witley  Hill,  Halesowen,  is  now  under 
construction. 


26 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN 


Cost  Statement  1954-55 


Item  Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

Percentage 
of  total 
gross 

expenditure 

1.  Gross  Expenditure: 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

(1)  Labour  . . 

9,073 

1,415 

10,488 

48 

(2)  Transport 

7,347 

2,528 

9,875 

46 

(3)  Plant,  equip- 

ment, land  & 

buildings 

178 

1,152 

1,330 

6 

(4)  Other  items  . . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

(5)  Total  gross 

expenditure  . . 

16,598 

5,095 

21,693 

100 

2.  Gross  Income 

81 

2,464 

2,545 

— 

3.  Net  Cost 

16,517 

2,631 

19,148 

— 

Unit  Costs  : 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

4.  Gross  cost  per  ton 

(labour  only) 

17  5 

2 9 

20  2 

5.  Gross  cost  per  ton 

(transport  only) 

14  1 

4 10 

18  11 

6.  Net  cost  per  ton 

(all  expenditure) 

31  9 

5 0 

36  9 

7.  Net  cost  per  1,000 

£ 

£ 

£ 

population 

396 

63 

459 

8.  Net  cost  per  1,000 

premises 

1,131 

180 

1,311 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  (including  salvage)  for 

each  house,  per  week  6.05d. 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  (including  salvage)  for 

each  resident,  per  week  2.1  Id. 
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Operational  Statistics 
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RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Cinemas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Drainage — public  sewers  . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Di  'ains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 

Sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . . . — 

Infectious  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Food  Infections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Nuisances  (Section  93) 

Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,181 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Dust  or  effluvia  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Refuse — Dustbins  . . . . . . . . . . . . 520 

Trade  refuse  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 

Smoke  Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Observations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Visits  to  plants  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Atmospheric  Pollution  measurements  . . . . . . 81 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Verminous  premises 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

Other  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Watercourses,  streams  . . . . . . . . . . — 

FAIRGROUNDS — 

LAND  CHARGES 612 

RODENT  CONTROL  . . 583 

FACTORIES — with  power  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  190 

without  power  . . . . . . . . 5 

Outworkers  . . . . . . . . 9 
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HOUSING  ACTS: 

Detailed  house  inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  411 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Slum  clearance  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,561 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  APPLICATIONS 802 

PETROLEUM  35 

PIGSTYES 11 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  5 

FOOD  INSPECTION: 

Butchers’  shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 174 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Cafes,  canteens  . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

Dairies,  milkshops  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Fishmongers,  poulterers  . . . . . . . . 31 

Fried  fish  shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 

Food  preparing  premises  . . . . . . . . 23 

Greengrocers,  fruiterers  . . . . . . . . 54 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 

Ice  cream  premises  . . . . , . . . . . 60 

Markets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Street  vendors  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Other  food  premises  . . . . . . . . . . 84 

Licensed  premises  . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Pigs  inspected  on  private  premises  . . . . . . 2 

School  canteens  . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 728 

MISCELLANEOUS  139 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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No  prosecutions  were  instituted. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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